
Dublin City Coat of  

 The Coat-of-Arms of the City of 
Dublin was first granted officially in 1607 to 
the municipal authority, Dublin Corporation, 
by Daniel Molyneux, Ulster King-of-Arms 
and Principal Herald of All Ireland. This 17th 
century Coat-of-Arms incorporates a far 
more ancient device, the Three Castles of 
Dublin, which has been the symbol of the 
city since the Middle Ages, and which is 
shown on the 13th Century Dublin City Seal 
(below). 
 The City Seal shows Three Castles as 
three watchtowers surrounding one of the 
gates in the medieval City Wall. Dublin is 
evidently under siege; from the central 
watchtower two sentries sound the alarm, 
while on each flanking watchtower stands an 

archer, poised with a cross-bow. The scene is 
symbolic of the readiness of the citizens to 
defend the city, and it was probably not in-
tended to depict any actual event. 
 With the passage of time, the three 
watchtowers became three separate castles, 
each one bearing three battlemented towers, 
as shown in the Coat-of-Arms below. The 
sentries and archers were replaced by flames 
leaping from the towers ion the castles. It is 
often mistakenly supposed that the castles are 
on fire, but in fact the flames symbolize zeal; 
here the represent the zeal of the citizens in 
the defence of Dublin. 
 Looking in more detail at the Coat-
of-Arms, we see that the Three Castles are 
borne on a Shield which is supported by two 
female figures. To the left of the Shield is a 
figure representing Law, holding a Sword 
erect in one hand, and in the other, an olive 
branch. To the right of the Shield is a figure 
representing Justice, likewise holding an 
olive branch in one hand, and in the other a 
pair of Scales. At their feet and beneath the 
Shield are groups of flowers, symbolizing 
hope and joy. The Coat-of-Arms is com-
pleted by the City’s motto, which is in Latin 
and reads OBEDIENTIA CIVIUM URBIS FELICITAS . 
This may be translated “Happy the city 
where citizens obey”. 
 The Dublin City Coat-of-Arms is still 
in use today and is displayed on all municipal 
buildings. It is on street furniture such as 
lamp-posts and benches and in mosaic form 
in the floor of the Rotunda, City Hall. A 

modified form of the Coat-of-Arms is often 
used. This consists merely of the Shield 
bearing the device of the Three Castles. This 
simpler form is to be seen on all public no-
tices issued by Dublin Corporation. 
 Transcript text of achievement of 
arms issued to City of Dublin by Sir Arthur 
Edward Vicars, Ulster King of Arms and 
Principal Herald of All Ireland, 25 May 
1899. (The Achievement is inscribed on 
parchment, size 410 mm x 295 mm and in-
cludes a representation of the civic arms in 
oils). 
 

TO ALL AND SINGULAR  to whom these 
Presents shall come I SIR ARTHUR ED-
WARD VICARS F.S.A. Ulster King of Arms 
and Principal Herald of All Ireland, Registrar 
and Knight Attendant on the Most Illustri-
ous Order of Saint Patrick, do hereby Certify 
and Declare that the Armorial Bearings above 
depicted, that is to say> Azure, three Castles 
Argent, flammant Proper, for Supporters, on 
the Dexter, a female figure Proper, represent-
ing “Law”, vested Gules doubled Or, holding in 
the dexter hand a Sword erect and in the sin-
ister an olive branch all Proper, on the Sinis-
ter, a female figure Proper, representing 
“Justice”, vested Gules doubled Or, holding in 
the dexter hand an olive branch Proper And in 
the sinister a pair of Scales Or, and for 
MOTTO “OBEDIENTIA CIVIUM UR-
BIS FELICITAS” do of right belong and ap-
pertain unto the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of the City of 
Dublin and to their successors for ever ac-
cording to the Laws of Arms, as appears by 
the Records of my Office and more especially 
by the Visitation of the City of Dublin by 
Daniel Molyneux, Ulster King of Arms and 
Principal Herald of All Ireland in the year of 
Our Lord One thousand six hundred and 
seven. 
AS WITNESS my hand and seal this twenty 
fifth day of May in the year of Our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety nine. 
 
Signed:  ARTHUR E. VICARS ULSTER 
 
(Dublin Corporation Archives: Document 
Reference C2/Arms/1) 
 
 The Coat-of-Arms of the Lord 
Mayor of the Dublin (above) is very similar 
to the Dublin City Coat-of-Arms. There are 
some stylistic differences: the Shield is more 

utra{wih dela (Okrug rudni~ki), Veli-
mir M. Todorovich, Minister of the Inte-
rior (Rud nik County) 
17.Jovan [aranac, trgovac iz Prokup-
qa (Okrug topli~ki), Yovan Sharanatz, 
Merchant of Prokuplye (Toplitza County). 
King Alexander of Serbia granted the 
Constitution to the Kingdom on 6th of 
April 1904, which provided for the Two-
Chambers-House of Representatives (to 
consist of a Senate and Assembly of the 
People).  The Senate was to consist of 30 
members appointed for life by the King, 
and 18 members elected at general polls 
for a mandate of 6 years. In addition, 
Crown Prince (when of age), Metropoli-
tan of Serbia and Bishop of Nish were 
members of the Senate ex officio. Addi-
tional limits were established for the elec-
tion of a Senator (tax census of min. 200 
dinars per year for candidates, and 45 di-
nars for the electorate, three generals in 
reserve or in retirement as upper limit for 
the military, unlimited membership for 
diplomats, and suspension of Senate 
membership for those members appointed 
to the Government  Ministerial position, 
etc.). Senators were issued special insig-
nia of rank. to be worn during the ses-
sions, as well as in festive occasions, to-
gether with orders and decorations. The 
badge was oblong, measuring 57 by 42 
mm, and consisted of silver double 
headed eagle with wings displayed in-
verted, charged upon breast with oval 
shield displaying white enamel cross be-
tween fire gold fire-steels upon red 
ground. All was encircled with an oval, 
blue enameled ring inscribed in gilt Cyril-
lic letters SENATE OF THE KINGDOM 
OF SERBIA, surrounded with gilt oak 
wreath topped by a gilt Royal Crown. The 
badge was signed on the reverse pin with 
800 and II marks. After the Assassination 
of the King, in 1903, Senate ceased to ex-
ist., and the Badge remained, therefore, a 
very rare and valuable piece of Royal Ser-
bian official insignia; it was issued only to 
48 Senators, and it’s history was barely 
two years long before the Senate was 
abolished for good.     
D.Acovic 

orem DUBLIN ARMS 
GRB GRADA DABLINA 



elaborate, and the figures of Law and Jus-
tice less formal. The scroll bearing the 
motto is in a different form and the floral 
emblems have been omitted. 
 There are, however, three important 
additions: the City Sword, the City Mace 
and the Cap of Maintenance, all of which 
have long been closely identified with the 
office of the Lord Mayor. It has been cus-
tomary to carry a City Sword in procession 
before the Mayors and Lord Mayors of 
Dublin ever since King Henry IV granted 
that right to the city by Royal Charter in 
1403. The city’s Great Mace was originally 
fashioned for Sir Daniel Bellingham, who 
became Dublin’s first Lord Mayor in 1665. 
The Sword and Mace still play a prominent 
part in important civic ceremonies such as 
the conferring of the Honorary Freedom of 
the City of Dublin. The Cap of Mainte-
nance was a ceremonial chapeau, or hat, 
which was once borne with the Sword and 
Mace in processions through the city. The 
first Cap of Maintenance was a gift from 
King Charles II to the then Mayor of Dub-
lin in 1661. 
 The Coat-of-Arms of the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin is displayed above the en-
trance to the Mansion House. It is also 

carved onto the canopy above the Lord 
Mayor’s Chair in the Council Chamber in 
City Hall, and it may also be seen above the 
portraits of former Lord Mayors. A modi-
fied version of the Lord Mayor’s Coat-of-
Arms, bearing the Sword and Mace, but 
without the Cap of Maintenance, may be 
seen on many of the city’s lamp-posts. 
 The Coat-of-Arms of the City of 
Dublin and of the Lord Mayor encapsulate 
much of the city’s history and traditions, 
extending back over seven centuries. Their 
continued use today is a sign of respect for 
the past, and of hope for the future, of the 
great and ancient city of Dublin. 
 
Reproduced by kind permission of Dublin Corpo-
ration. 
Submitted by Frederick Glenn Thomp-
son. 
  
 
Grb grada Dablina zvani~no je dodeqen 
gradskoj upravi, Dablinskoj korporaciji, 
1607. godine od strane Danijela Moli-
nea, Kraqa grbova Alstera i Glavnog 
herolda ~itave Irske. Taj grb iz 17. ve 

ka sadr`i motiv koji je znatno stariji 
- Tri dablinske kule - i koji je od 
Sredweg veka bio simbol grada, a pri-
kazan je na gradskom pe~atu iz 13. veka 
(vidi sliku).  
 Gradski pe~at prikazuje Tri ku-
le kao tri stra`are oko jedne od 
kapija sredwevekovnih gradskih be-
dema. Dablin je tu o~ito pod opsadom; 
sa centralne stra`are dva stra`ara 
duvawem u rogove di`u uzbunu, dok na 
svakoj od bo~nih stra`ara stoji po je-
dan strelac koji ni{ani samostrelom. 
Scena simboli{e spremnost gra|ana da 
brane grad, i verovatno nije bila za-
mi{qena kao predstava nekog konkret-
nog doga|aja. 
 Sa protokom vremena, tri stra-
`are su postale tri izdvojene tvr|ave, 
svaka sa po tri kule sa krenelacijom, 
kao {to se vidi na prikazanom Grbu. 
Stra`ari i strelci su zameweni pla-
menovima koji bukte iz tvr|avskih ku- 
la. ^esto se pogre{no misli da su ku-
le u plamenu, dok u stvari plamenovi 
simboli{u revnost gra|ana u odbrani 
Dablina. 
 Kada se pa`qivije pogleda Grb, 
vidi se da su Tri kule aplicirane na 
{tit koji pridr`avaju dve `enske fi-
gure. Ona sa leve strane {tita pred-
stavqa Zakon, i dr`i uspravqen ma~ u 
jednoj ruci, a u drugoj maslinovu gran-
~icu. Desno od {tita je figura koja 
predstavqa Pravdu, i tako|e dr`i ma- 
slinovu gran~icu u jednoj ruci, a u dr-
ugoj terazije. Uz wihova stopala, is- 
pod {tita, su bokori cve}a koje sim-
boli{e nadu i radost. Grb dopuwava 
gradski moto, koji je na latinskom i 
glasi OBEDIENTIA CIVIUM URBIS FELICITAS, 
{to se mo`e prevesti kao “Sre}an je 
grad ~iji su gra|ani poslu{ni”. 
 Dablinski Gradski grb je danas 
jo{ uvek u upotrebi i prikazan je na 
svim op{tinskim zgradama. Nalazi se i 
na uli~noj komunalnoj opremi, kao {to 
su kandelabri i klupe, a u formi mo-
zaika u Rotundi Gradske ku}e. ^esto se 
koristi modifikovani oblik Grba, koji 
se sastoji samo od {tita sa moti- vom 
Tri kule. Taj jednostavniji oblik mo`e 
se videti na svim javnim obave{te-
wima koje emituje Dablinska korpora-
cija. 
 Prevod Grbovnice izdate gradu 
Dablinu od strane Ser Artura Edvarda 
Vajkersa, Kraqa grbova Alstera i Gla-
vnog herolda ~itave Irske, 25. maja 
1899.g. (Grbovnica je ispisana na per-
gamentu formata 410 h 295 mm, sa pre-
dstavom gradskog grba u uqanim boja-
ma): 
 Svima i Svakome do kojih ovaj 
dokument do|e, Ja Ser Artur Edvard 
Vajkers F.S.A., Kraq grbova Alstera i 
Glavni herold ~itave Irske i Vitez 
na slu`bi pri Najuzoritijem Ordenu 
Svetog Patrika, ovim potvr|ujem i ob-
javqujem da je gore prikazani Grb, t.j. 
na Plavom tri Srebrne kule u Prirod-
nom plamenu, sa dr`a~ima, desno Pri-
rodna `enska figura koja predstavqa 
“Zakon” odevena u Crveno postavqeno 
Zlatom, sa uspravqenim ma~em u desnoj 
i ma slinovom granom u levoj ruci, sve 
Prirodno, a levo Prirodna `enska 
figura koja predstavqa “Pravdu” ode-

vena u Crveno postavqeno Zlatom, 
sa maslinovom granom u desnoj i te-
razijama u levoj ruci, sve Prirodno, 
i sa motom Obedientia civium urbis fe-
licitas, po pravu vlasni{tvo i da 
pripada Veoma Po{tovanom Grado-
na~elniku, Stare{instvu i Gra|ani-
ma grada Dablina, i wihovim nasle-
dnicima za uvek, u skladu sa Her-
aldi~kim Zakonom i prema podacima 
Arhiva moje slu`be, a posebno po 
nalazu vizitacije gradu Dablinu Da-
nijela Molinea, Kraqa grbova Al-
stera i Glavnog herolda ~itave Ir-
ske leta Gospodweg hiqadu {est st-
otina sedme. 
 O ~emu svedo~i moj potpis i 
pe~at ovoga dvadeset petog dana maja 
leta Gospodweg hiqadu osam stotina 
devedeset devete. 
Potpis: Artur E. Vajkers Alster 
 
(Arhiv Dablinske korporacije, ref-
erentni broj S2/Arms/1). 
 
 Grb Gradona~elnika Dablina 
veoma je sli~an Grbu Dablina. 
Razlike su stilske: {tit je razigra-
nije forme, a figure Zakona i Pra-
vde mawe formalne. Traka sa teks-
tom mota ima druga~iji oblik, a bo-
kori cve}a su izostavqeni. 
 Postoje, ipak, tri bitne ra-
zli~itosti: gradski Ma~, @ezlo i 
Kapa stale`a, usko povezani sa fu-
nkcijom Gradona~elnika. Uobi~ajeno 
je da se Gradski ma~ nosi u proce-
siji ispred Gradona~elnika Dablina 
jo{ od vremena kada je kraq Henri 
[esti darovao tu privilegiju gradu 
Kraqevskom poveqom iz 1403. Ma~ i 
@ezlo jo{ uvek imaju zna~ajnu ulogu 
u va`nim gradskim ceremonijama, kao 
{to je dodela Po~asnog gra|anstva 
grada Dablina. Kapa stale`a je ce-
remonijalni {e{ir, koji je nekada no
{en u procesijama skupa sa Ma~em i 
@ezlom. Prva Kapa stale`a je bila 
dar ^arlsa Drugog 1661. godine tada
{wem Gradona~elniku Dablina. 
 Grb Gradona~elnika je izlo-
`en nad ulazom Gradske rezidencije 
Gradona~elnika. Tako|e se nalazi 
izrezbaren na baldahinu iznad Trona 
Gradona~elnika u Sali saveta u 
Gradskoj ku}i, a mo`e se videti i 
iznad portreta prethodnih Grado-
na~elnika. Modifikovana verzija 
Grba gradona~elnika, sa Ma~em i 
@ezlom, ali bez Kape stale`a, mo`e 
se videti na mnogim uli~nim kande-
labrima u gradu. 
 Grb grada Dablina i Gradona-
~elnika sadr`i u sebi mnogo od is-
torije i tradicije grada koja se 
prote`e na preko sedam vekova. Wi-
hova neprekinuta upotreba znak je po
{tovawa pro{losti i nade u budu}-
nost velikog i starog grada Dab-
lina.  
 
Reprodukovano qubazno{}u Dablinske 
korporacije. 
Izvor: Frederik Glen Tompson 
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